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Kahlil Gibran - On Love

Love gives naught but itself and takes ™ )
naught but from itself. Love possesses not W i
nor would it be possessed; For love is g W |
sufficient unto love. When you love you "
should not say, “Ged is in my heart,” /
but rather, "l am in the heart of God."
And think not you can direct the
course of love, for love, if it finds
you worthy, directs your course.

Y/ Love has no other desire but to fulfl itself.

But if you love and must needs have desires,
let these be your desires: To melt and be like a
running brook that sings its melody to the night; '/
To know the pain of too much tenderness; Tobe [
wounded by your own understanding of love;
And to bleed willingly and joyfully; To wake at .2
dawn with a winged heart and give thanks for 7‘
another day of loving; To rest at the noon hour ’ '
and meditate love's ecstasy; To return home at
eventide with gratitude; And then to sleep with
a prayer for the beloved in your heart and a
song of praise upon your lips.
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? On Love I{ahlll Gibran
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; our children are ot your children

They arc the sons and dawsghters of Life's ™y
longing for itsell.

They come through you but not from you.

And though they are with you yet they
belong not 1o you.

You may give them your love but not your
Hhoughs,

[For they have their own thoughts )
“You may howse their bodies but net their Yy
souls, W

[For their souls dwell in the howse of
tomorrow, which you eannot visil, nol even in
wour dreams.

You may strive bo be like them, but seck
not to make them like you.

] [For life goes not backwand nor Larries with
westerday,
‘ou are the bows from which your chil Idnu X
4 living arrews are sent forth.

The archer sces the mark upen the path of
the infinite, and He bends you with His
might that His amows may g0 swifl and far.

Let your bending in the archer's hand be for
gladness

For even as He boves the anrow that flies,

Let it rather be a moving sca between
the shores of your souls.

Fill cach other's cup but drink not from

Give one another of your bread but eat
not from the same loal.

Sing and dance together and be
joyous. but let each one of you be

Love gives naught but itsell and takes §
naught but from itsell. Love possesses
not nor would it be possessed: For love is
sufficient unto love. When you love you
should not say. "Ged is in my heart! but
rather. "I am in the heart of God" And
think not you can direct the course of love,
Tor love. iT it Tinds you worthy. directs your
course. Love has no other desire but to
Tulfil itsell.
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Your children are not your children, &8

They are the sons and daughters of Life's longing
for itsclf. X W

They come through“ygu but ngf from you, H
And though they are with you yet they belong 1
not to you. : S 4‘
You may ‘give them your love but not your
thoughts, S
ol For they have their own thoughts.
You may house their bodies but not their souls,

. For their souls dwell in the house of tomorrow, i
which you cannot visit, nol_even in your dreams.  §
You may strive to be like them, buf seek not to

make them like you.
I For life goes not backward nor tarries with
esterda
You are the bows from which your childn
living arrows are sent forth!
The archer sees the mark upon the path of the=s
infinite, and He bends you with His might that His

dIrows may 90 swift and far. Y x
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For even as He loves the arrow that flies so He
oves also the bow that is stable, -
- = =

On Children - Kahlil Gibran

Your children are not your children
They are the sons and daughters of
Life’s longing Tor itsell. They come
through you but not from you, And
though they are with you yet they
belong net to you. You may give them
your love but not your thoughts, For
they have their own thoughts. You may
house their bodies but not their souls.
For their souls dwell in the house of
tomerrow. which you cannot visit, not
even in your dreams. You may strive to
be like them. but seek not to make
them like you. For life goes not
backward nor tarries with yesterday.
You are the bows from which your
children as living arrows are sent Torth.
The archer seces the mark upon the
path of the infinite. and Tie bends you
with Tjis might that Tjis arrows may go
swilt and Tar. Let your bending in the
archers hand be Tor gladness: For even

as Tje loves the arrow that Tlies, so Tie
loves also the bow that is stable.
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